RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
parties in a performance like the Zancigs possessed this power to a quite exceptional extent, all that the other one would need to communicate with her by a code would be a very small whistle which could easily be concealed. The chances of anyone else hearing the signal would be small. I do not for a moment suggest that the Zancigs did the trick in this way. I have no idea how they did it.
In my opinion by far the most important experiments of this kind were those made by Professor Gilbert Murray in 1916. In these there could be no question of the use of a code or of the good faith of any of the participants. An account of these is given by Mrs Sidgwick in Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research, vol. 34, p. 212. The participants in these experiments were either members of Professor Murray's family or intimate friends. The experiments were made in private houses and not in a laboratory. This has the advantage that the thought reader was working under conditions much less formal and much more normal, and less likely to affect his powers, than if the experiments had been made in a laboratory.1 Professor Murray says the method followed is this : " I go out of the room and of course out of earshot. Someone in the room thinks of a scene or an incident or anything she likes and says it aloud. It is written down and I am called. I come in, usually take my daughter's hand, and then if I have luck, describe in detail what she has thought of The least disturbance of our customary method, change of time or place, presence of strangers, controversy and especially noise is apt to make things go wrong."
1 It is perhaps pertinent to remark that the original experiments in Liverpool, which were regarded as proving as well as suggesting the idea of thought transference, were made in a laboratory.
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